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photographed by laura petrilla. shot at pageboy salon & boutique, pittsburgh, pa.

In a city often
regarded for
what it used to
do—namely
manufacture
steel by the ton—Pittsburgh’'s music scene hasn't always gotten
the recognition it warrants. In the last half-decade, however,
things have changed. Radio-friendly rap is now a primary
musical export, with Wiz Khalifa and Mac Miller at the helm.
“That’s kind of been the new wave to the music scene,” says
Pittsburgh native Gregg Gillis, better known as Girl Talk. “On
the flipside, there's an active underground of more
experimental artists,” Gillis adds, citing the VIA Music & New
Media Festival that celebrated its second year this past
QOctober with headliners such as Four Tet and Battles
performing alongside homegrown acts like Raw Blow and
Smooth Tutors. Camaraderie is at the core of the scene’s latest
evolution. “A sort of got-your-back mentality has helped
Pittsburgh artists,” says Andy Mulkerin, music editor at alt-
weekly Pittsburgh City Paper and drummer with soul-revivalist
band Neighbours. “There's a lot of unity, even among acts that
don't sound alike.”
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band grew up,” says Donora singer/guitarist
Casey Hanner. "It was more than just playing
same city
from the PBR drinkers in the
bar that would come out to every sh
just want to have tun ana dance.” Casey and
her brother Jake, Donora's drummer, come
from a musical family; their dad Dawvid 15 a
Billboard-charting country-roc

recording studio, which they
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| length on Pittsburgh label Rostrum

killer of sheep

Quick and dirty, Cro-
Mags-style hardcore
is blasted out by

this four-man squad
featuring ex-members
of punk outfits
Battered Citizens,
Caustic Christ, and
Submachine. A
fierce live show and
opening stints for
Cerebral Ballzy and
Agnostic Front have
helped the band
foster a growing
following.

boaz

With Wiz Khalifa
and Mac Miller
dominating

the current rap
conversation, Boaz
doesn't always get
the attention he
deserves. A street-
level rapper in the
tradition of Mobb
Deep and Gang
Starr, his 2010
album, Selfing a
Dream, put him on
people’s radar. His
recent mixtape, The
Transition, continues
that trajectory.
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